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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention refer to an antennaless wireless handset or
portable device that may include a user interface module, a
processing module, a memory module, a communication
module, and a power management module. The communica-
tion module may include a radiating system capable of trans-
mitting and receiving electromagnetic wave signals in a first
frequency region. The radiating system may include a radiat-
ing structure comprising or consisting of at least one ground
plane layer including a connection point, at least one radiation
booster including a connection point, and an internal port
wherein the internal port is defined between the connection
point of the at least one radiation booster and the connection
point of the at least one ground layer.
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1
ANTENNALESS WIRELESS DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the field of wireless hand-
held devices, and generally to wireless portable devices
which require the transmission and reception of electromag-
netic wave signals.

Wireless handheld or portable devices typically operate
one or more cellular communication standards and/or wire-
less connectivity standards, each standard being allocated in
one or more frequency bands, and said frequency bands being
contained within one or more regions of the electromagnetic
spectrum.

For that purpose, a space within the wireless handheld or
portable device is usually dedicated to the integration of a
radiating system. The radiating system is, however, expected
to be small in order to occupy as little space as possible within
the device, which then allows for smaller devices, or for the
addition of more specific equipment and functionality into the
device. At the same time, it is sometimes required for the
radiating system to be flat since this allows for slim devices or
in particular, for devices which have two parts that can be
shifted or twisted against each other.

Many of the demands for wireless handheld or portable
devices also translate to specific demands for the radiating
systems thereof.

A typical wireless handheld device must include a radiat-
ing system capable of operating in one ore more frequency
regions with good radioelectric performance (such as for
example in terms of input impedance level, impedance band-
width, gain, efficiency, or radiation pattern). Moreover, the
integration of the radiating system within the wireless hand-
held device must be correct to ensure that the wireless device
itself attains a good radioelectric performance (such as for
example in terms of radiated power, received power, or sen-
sitivity).

This is even more critical in the case in which the wireless
handheld device is a multifunctional wireless device. Com-
monly-owned patent applications WO2008/009391 and
US2008/0018543 describe a multifunctional wireless device.
The entire disclosure of said application numbers WO2008/
009391 and US2008/0018543 are hereby incorporated by
reference.

For a good wireless connection, high gain and efficiency
are further required. Other more common design demands for
radiating systems are the voltage standing wave ratio
(VSWR) and the impedance which is supposed to be about 50
ohms.

Other demands for radiating systems for wireless handheld
or portable devices are low cost and a low specific absorption
rate (SAR).

Furthermore, a radiating system has to be integrated into a
device or in other words a wireless handheld or portable
device has to be constructed such that an appropriate radiating
system may be integrated therein which puts additional con-
straints by consideration of the mechanical fit, the electrical
fit and the assembly fit.

Of further importance, usually, is the robustness of the
radiating system which means that the radiating system does
not change its properties upon smaller shocks to the device.

A radiating system for a wireless device typically includes
a radiating structure comprising an antenna element which
operates in combination with a ground plane layer providing
a determined radioelectric performance in one or more fre-
quency regions of the electromagnetic spectrum. This is illus-
trated in FIG. 28, in which it is shown a conventional radiating
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structure 2800 comprising an antenna element 2801 and a
ground plane layer 2801. Typically, the antenna element has a
dimension close to an integer multiple of a quarter of the
wavelength at a frequency of operation of the radiating struc-
ture, so that the antenna element is at resonance at said fre-
quency and a radiation mode is excited on said antenna ele-
ment.

Although the radiating structure is usually very efficient at
the resonance frequency of the antenna element and main-
tains a similar performance within a frequency range defined
around said resonance frequency (or resonance frequencies),
outside said frequency range the efficiency and other relevant
antenna parameters deteriorate with an increasing distance to
said resonance frequency.

Furthermore, the radiating structure operating at a reso-
nance frequency of the antenna element is typically very
sensitive to external effects (such as for instance the presence
of plastic or dielectric covers that surround the wireless
device), to components of the wireless device (such as for
instance, but not limited to, a speaker, a microphone, a con-
nector, a display, a shield can, a vibrating module, a battery, or
an electronic module or subsystem) placed either in the vicin-
ity of, or even underneath, the antenna element, and/or to the
presence of the user of the wireless device.

Any of the above mentioned aspects may alter the current
distribution and/or the electromagnetic field distribution of a
radiation mode of the antenna element, which usually trans-
lates into detuning effects, degradation of the radioelectric
performance of the radiating structure and/or the radioelectric
performance wireless device, and/or greater interaction with
the user (such as an increased level of SAR).

A further problem associated to the integration of the radi-
ating structure, and in particular to the integration of the
antenna element, in a wireless device is that the volume
dedicated for such an integration has continuously shrunk
with the appearance of new smaller and/or thinner form fac-
tors for wireless devices, and with the increasing convergence
of different functionality in a same wireless device.

Some techniques to miniaturize and/or optimize the multi-
band behavior, of an antenna element have been described in
the prior art. However, the radiating structures therein
described still rely on exciting a radiation mode on the
antenna element

For example, commonly-owned co-pending patent appli-
cation US2007/0152886 describes a new family of antennas
based on the geometry of space-filling curves. Also, com-
monly-owned co-pending patent application US2008/
0042909 relates to a new family of antennas, referred to as
multilevel antennas, formed by an electromagnetic grouping
of'similar geometrical elements. The entire disclosures of the
aforesaid application numbers US2007/0152886 and
US2008/0042909 are hereby incorporated by reference.

Some other attempts have focused on antenna elements not
requiring a complex geometry while still providing some
degree of miniaturization by using an antenna element that is
not resonant in the one or more frequency ranges of operation
of the wireless device.

For example, W02007/128340 discloses a wireless por-
table device comprising a non-resonant antenna element for
receiving broadcast signals (such as, for instance, DVB-H,
DMB, T-DMB or FM). The wireless portable device further
comprises a ground plane layer that is used in combination
with said antenna element. Although the antenna element has
a first resonance frequency above the frequency range of
operation of the wireless device, the antenna element is still
the main responsible for the radiation process and for the
electromagnetic performance of the wireless device. This is



US 9,130,259 B2

3

clear from the fact that no radiation mode can be excited on
the ground plane layer because the ground plane layer is
electrically short at the frequencies of operation (i.e., its
dimensions are much smaller than the wavelength).

With such limitations, while the performance of the wire-
less portable device may be sufficient for reception of elec-
tromagnetic wave signals (such as those of a broadcast ser-
vice), the antenna element could not provide an adequate
performance (for example, in terms of input return losses or
gain) for a cellular communication standard requiring also the
transmission of electromagnetic wave signals.

Unpublished commonly-owned patent application PCT/
EP2008/053526 describes a wireless handheld or portable
device comprising a radiating system capable of operating in
two frequency regions. The radiating system comprises an
antenna element having a resonance frequency outside said
two frequency regions, and a ground plane layer. In this
wireless device, while the ground plane layer contributes to
enhance the electromagnetic performance of the radiating
system in the two frequency regions of operation, it is still
necessary to excite a radiation mode on the antenna element.
In fact, the radiating system relies on the relationship between
aresonance frequency ofthe antenna element and a resonance
frequency of the ground plane layer in order for the radiating
system to operate properly in said two frequency regions.

The entire disclosure of the aforesaid application number
PCT/EP2008/053526 is hereby incorporated by reference.

Some further techniques to enhance the behavior of an
antenna element relate to optimizing the geometry of a
ground plane layer associated to said antenna element. For
example, commonly-owned co-pending U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/033,446 describes a new family of ground
plane layers based on the geometry of multilevel structures
and/or space-filling curves. The entire disclosure of the afore-
said U.S. application Ser. No. 12/033,446 is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference.

Another limitation of current wireless handheld or portable
devices relates to the fact that the design and integration of an
antenna element for a radiating structure in a wireless device
is typically customized for each device. Different form fac-
tors or platforms, or a different distribution of the functional
blocks of the device will force to redesign the antenna ele-
ment and its integration inside the device almost from scratch.

For at least the above reasons, wireless device manufactur-
ers regard the volume dedicated to the integration of the
radiating structure, and in particular the antenna element, as
being a toll to pay in order to provide wireless capabilities to
the handheld or portable device.

OBIJECT AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Therefore, a wireless device not requiring an antenna ele-
ment would be advantageous as it would ease the integration
of the radiating structure into the wireless handheld or por-
table device. The volume freed up by the absence of the
antenna element would enable smaller and/or thinner devices,
or even to adopt radically new form factors which are not
feasible today due to the presence of an antenna element.
Furthermore, by eliminating precisely the element that
requires customization, a standard solution is obtained which
only requires minor adjustments to be implemented in difter-
ent wireless devices.

A wireless handheld or portable device that does not
require of an antenna element, yet the wireless device featur-
ing an adequate radioelectric performance would be an
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advantageous solution. This problem is solved by an anten-
naless wireless handheld or portable device according to the
present invention.

Itis an object of the present invention to provide a wireless
handheld or portable device (such as for instance but not
limited to a mobile phone, a smartphone, a PDA, an MP3
player, a headset, a USB dongle, a laptop computer, a gaming
device, a digital camera, a PCMCIA or Cardbus 32 card, or
generally a multifunction wireless device) which does not
require an antenna element for the transmission and reception
of electromagnetic wave signals. Such an antennaless wire-
less device is yet capable of operation in one or more fre-
quency regions of the electromagnetic spectrum with
enhanced radioelectric performance, increased robustness to
external effects and neighboring components of the wireless
device, and/or reduced interaction with the user.

Another object of the invention relates to a method to
enable the operation of a wireless handheld or portable device
in one or more frequency regions of the electromagnetic
spectrum with enhanced radioelectric performance,
increased robustness to external effects and neighboring com-
ponents of the wireless device, and/or reduced interaction
with the user, without requiring the use of an antenna element.

An antennaless wireless handheld or portable device
according to the present invention operates one, two, three,
four or more cellular communication standards (such as for
example GSM 850, GSM 900, GSM 1800, GSM 1900,
UMTS, HSDPA, CDMA, W-CDMA, LTE, CDMA2000, TD-
SCDMA, etc.), wireless connectivity standards (such as for
instance WiFi, IEEE802.11 standards, Bluetooth, ZigBee,
UWB, WiMAX, WiBro, or other high-speed standards), and/
or broadcasts standards (such as for instance FM, DAB,
XDARS, SDARS, DVB-H, DMB, T-DMB, or other related
digital or analog video and/or audio standards), each standard
being allocated in one or more frequency bands, and said
frequency bands being contained within one, two, three or
more frequency regions of the electromagnetic spectrum.

In the context of this document, a frequency band prefer-
ably refers to a range of frequencies used by a particular
cellular communication standard, a wireless connectivity
standard or a broadcast standard; while a frequency region
preferably refers to a continuum of frequencies of the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum. For example, the GSM 1800 standard
is allocated in a frequency band from 1710 MHz to 1880 MHz
while the GSM 1900 standard is allocated in a frequency band
from 1850 MHz to 1990 MHz. A wireless device operating
the GSM 1800 and the GSM 1900 standards must have a
radiating system capable of operating in a frequency region
from 1710 MHz to 1990 MHz.

The antennaless wireless handheld or portable device
according to the present invention may have a candy-bar
shape, which means that its configuration is given by a single
body. It may also have a two-body configuration such as a
clamshell, flip-type, swivel-type or slider structure. In some
other cases, the device may have a configuration comprising
three or more bodies. It may further or additionally have a
twist configuration in which a body portion (e.g. with a
screen) can be twisted (i.e., rotated around two or more axes
of rotation which are preferably not parallel).

For a wireless handheld or portable device which is slim
and/or whose configuration comprises two or more bodies,
the requirements on maximum height of the antenna element
are very stringent, as the maximum thickness of each of the
two or more bodies of the device may be limited to 5, 6,7, 8
or 9 mm. The technology disclosed herein makes it possible
for a wireless handheld or portable device to feature an



US 9,130,259 B2

5

enhanced radioelectric performance without requiring an
antenna element, thus solving the space constraint problems
associated to such devices.

In the context of the present document a wireless handheld
or portable device is considered to be slim if it has a thickness
ofless than 14 mm, 13 mm, 12 mm, 11 mm, 10 mm, 9 mm or
8 mm.

According to the present invention, an antennaless wireless
handheld or portable device advantageously comprises at
least five functional blocks: a user interface module, a pro-
cessing module, amemory module, acommunication module
and a power management module. The user interface module
comprises a display, such as a high resolution LCD, OLED or
equivalent, and is an energy consuming module, most of the
energy drain coming typically from the backlight use. The
user interface module may also comprise a keypad and/or a
touchscreen, and/or an embedded stylus pen. The processing
module, that is a microprocessor or a CPU, and the associated
memory module are also major sources of power consump-
tion. The fourth module responsible of energy consumption is
the communication module, an essential part of which is the
radiating system. The power management module of the
antennaless wireless handheld or portable device includes a
source of energy (such as for instance, but not limited to, a
battery or a fuel cell) and a power management circuit that
manages the energy of the device.

In accordance with the present invention, the communica-
tion module of the antennaless wireless handheld or portable
device includes a radiating system capable of transmitting
and receiving electromagnetic wave signals in a first fre-
quency region. Said radiating system comprises a radiating
structure comprising at least one ground plane layer including
a connection point, at least one radiation booster including a
connection point and an internal port. The internal port is
defined between the connection point of the at least one
radiation booster and the connection point of the at least one
ground plane layer. The radiating system further comprises a
radiofrequency system, and an external port.

In some cases, the radiating system of an antennaless wire-
less handheld or portable device comprises a radiating struc-
ture consisting of at least one ground plane layer including a
connection point, at least one radiation booster including a
connection point and an internal port.

The radiofrequency system comprises a first port con-
nected to the internal port of the radiating structure and a
second port connected to the external port of the radiating
system. Said radiofrequency system modifies the impedance
of the radiating structure, providing impedance matching to
the radiating system in the at least the first frequency region of
operation of the radiating system.

In this text, a port of the radiating structure is referred to as
an internal port; while a port of the radiating system is
referred to as an external port. In this context, the terms
“internal” and “external” when referring to a port are used
simply to distinguish a port of the radiating structure from a
port of the radiating system, and carry no implication as to
whether a port is accessible from the outside or not.

An aspect of the present invention relates to the use of the
ground plane layer of the radiating structure as an efficient
radiator to provide an enhanced radioelectric performance in
one or more frequency regions of operation of the wireless
handheld or portable device, eliminating thus the need for an
antenna element. A radiation mode of the ground plane layer
can be advantageously excited when a dimension of said
ground plane layer is on the order of, or even larger than, one
half of the wavelength corresponding to a frequency of opera-
tion of the radiating system.
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Therefore, in an antennaless wireless device according to
the present invention, no other parts or elements of the wire-
less handheld or portable device have significant contribution
to the radiation process.

In some embodiments, said radiation mode occurs at a
frequency advantageously located above (i.e., at a frequency
higher than) the first frequency region of operation of the
wireless handheld or portable device. In some other embodi-
ments, the frequency of said radiation mode is within said first
frequency region.

A ground plane rectangle is defined as being the minimum-
sized rectangle that encompasses a ground plane layer of the
radiating structure. That is, the ground plane rectangle is a
rectangle whose sides are tangent to at least one point of said
ground plane layer.

In some cases, the ratio between a side of the ground plane
rectangle, preferably a long side of the ground plane rect-
angle, and the free-space wavelength corresponding to the
lowest frequency of the first frequency region is advanta-
geously larger than a minimum ratio. Some possible mini-
mum ratios are 0.1,0.16,0.2,0.3,0.4,0.5,0.6,0.8,1, 1.2 and
1.4. Said ratio may additionally be smaller than a maximum
ratio (i.e., said ratio may be larger than a minimum ratio but
smaller than a maximum ratio). Some possible maximum
ratios are 0.4,0.5,0.6,0.8,1,1.2,1.4,1.6,2,3,4, 5, 6, 8 and
10.

Setting a dimension of the ground plane rectangle, prefer-
ably the dimension of its long side, relative to the wavelength
within these ranges makes it possible for the ground plane
layer to support an efficient radiation mode, in which the
currents flowing on the ground plane layer are substantially
aligned and contribute in phase to the radiation process.

The gain of a radiating structure depends on factors such as
its directivity, its radiating efficiency and its input return loss.
Both the radiating efficiency and the input return loss of the
radiating structure are frequency dependent (even directivity
is strictly frequency dependent). A radiating structure is usu-
ally very efficient around the frequency of a radiation mode
excited in the ground plane layer and maintains a similar
radioelectric performance within the frequency range defined
by its impedance bandwidth around said frequency. Since the
dimensions of the ground plane layer (or those of the ground
plane rectangle) are comparable to, or larger than, the wave-
length at the frequencies of operation of the wireless device,
said radiation mode may be efficient over a broad range of
frequencies.

In this text, the expression impedance bandwidth is to be
interpreted as referring to a frequency region over which a
wireless handheld or portable device and a radiating system
comply with certain specifications, depending on the service
for which the wireless device is adapted. For example, for a
device adapted to transmit and receive signals of cellular
communication standards, a radiating system having a rela-
tive impedance bandwidth of at least 5% (and more prefer-
ably not less than 8%, 10%, 15% or 20%) together with an
efficiency of not less than 30% (advantageously not less than
40%, more advantageously not less than 50%) can be pre-
ferred. Also, an input return-loss of -3 dB or better within the
corresponding frequency region can be preferred.

A wireless handheld or portable device generally com-
prises one, two, three or more multilayer printed circuit
boards (PCBs) on which to carry the electronics. In a pre-
ferred embodiment of an antennaless wireless handheld or
portable device, the ground plane layer of the radiating struc-
ture is at least partially, or completely, contained in at least
one of the layers of a multilayer PCB.
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In some cases, a wireless handheld or portable device may
comprise two, three, four or more ground plane layers. For
example a clamshell, flip-type, swivel-type or slider-type
wireless device may advantageously comprise two PCBs,
each including a ground plane layer.

The at least one radiation booster couples the electromag-
netic energy from the radiofrequency system to the ground
plane layer in transmission, and from the ground plane layer
to the radiofrequency system in reception. Thereby the radia-
tion booster boosts the radiation or reception of electromag-
netic radiation.

In some examples, the at least one radiation booster has a
maximum size smaller than Y50, Y40, Y50, V6o, V%0, 100, /140 Or
even Yiso times the free-space wavelength corresponding to
the lowest frequency of the first frequency region of operation
of the antennaless wireless handheld or portable device.

In the prior art in general an antenna element is said to be
small (or miniature) when it can be fitted in a small space
compared to a given operating wavelength. More precisely, a
radiansphere is usually taken as the reference for classitying
whether an antenna element is small. The radiansphere is an
imaginary sphere having a radius equal to said operating
wavelength divided by two times m. Therefore, a maximum
size of the antenna element must necessarily be not larger
than the diameter of said radiansphere (i.e., approximately
equal to ¥4 of the free-space operating wavelength) in order to
be considered small at said given operating wavelength.

As established theoretically by H. Wheeler and L. J. Chu in
the mid 1940’s, small antenna elements typically have a high
quality factor (Q) which means that most of the power deliv-
ered to the antenna element is stored in the vicinity of the
antenna element in the form of reactive energy rather than
being radiated into space. In other words, an antenna element
having a maximum size smaller than Y5 of the free-space
operating wavelength may be regarded as radiating poorly by
a skilled-in-the-art person.

The at least one radiation booster for a radiating structure
according to the present invention has a maximum size at least
smaller than Y30 of the free-space wavelength corresponding
to the lowest frequency of the first frequency region of opera-
tion. That is, said radiation booster fits in an imaginary sphere
having a diameter ten (10) times smaller than the diameter of
a radiansphere at said same operating wavelength.

Setting the dimensions of the radiation booster to such
small values is advantageous because the radiation booster
substantially behaves as a non-radiating element for all the
frequencies of the first frequency region, thus substantially
reducing the loss of energy into free space due to undesired
radiation effects of the radiation booster, and consequently
enhancing the transfer of energy between the radiation
booster and the ground plane layer. Therefore, the skilled-in-
the-art person could not possibly regard the radiation booster
as being an antenna element.

Said maximum size is preferably defined by the largest
dimension of a booster box that completely encloses said
radiation booster, and in which the radiation booster is
inscribed.

More specifically, a booster box for a radiation booster is
defined as being the minimum-sized parallelepiped of square
or rectangular faces that completely encloses the radiation
booster and wherein each one of the faces of said minimum-
sized parallelepiped is tangent to at least a point of said
radiation booster. Moreover, each possible pair of faces of
said minimum-size parallelepiped sharing an edge forms an
inner angle of 90°.

In some examples, one of the dimensions of a booster box
can be substantially smaller than any of the other two dimen-
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sions, or even be close to zero. In such cases, said booster box
collapses to a practically two-dimensional entity. The term
dimension preferably refers to an edge between two faces of
said parallelepiped.

Additionally, in some of these examples the at least one
radiation booster has a maximum size larger than %1400, Y700,
V50, Y250, Viso, Y140 or V120 times the free-space wavelength
corresponding to the lowest frequency of said first frequency
region. Therefore, in some examples the at least one radiation
booster has a maximum size advantageously smaller than a
first fraction of the free-space wavelength corresponding to
the lowest frequency of the first frequency region but larger
than a second fraction of said free-space wavelength.

Setting the dimensions of the radiation booster to be above
some certain minimum value is advantageous to obtain a
higher level of the real part of the input impedance of the
radiating structure (measured at the internal port of the radi-
ating structure when disconnected from the radiofrequency
system) and hence enhance the transfer of energy between the
radiation booster and the ground plane layer.

In some other cases, preferably in combination with the
above feature of an upper bound for the maximum size of the
radiation booster although not always required, to reduce
even further the losses in the radiation booster due to residual
radiation effects, the radiation booster is designed so that the
radiating structure has a first resonance frequency (as mea-
sured at the internal port of said radiating structure when
disconnected from the radiofrequency system) at a frequency
much higher than the frequencies of'the first frequency region
of operation. In some examples, the radiation booster con-
nected to said internal port has a dimension substantially
close to a quarter of the wavelength corresponding to said first
resonance frequency. In some examples, the ratio between the
first resonance frequency of the radiating structure at its inter-
nal port when disconnected from the radiofrequency system
and the highest frequency of said first frequency region is
preferably larger than a certain minimum ratio. Some pos-
sible minimum ratios are 3.0, 3.4,3.8,4.0,4.2,4.4,4.6, 4.8,
5.0,52,54,5.6,58,6.0,62,6.60r7.0.

In the context of this document, a resonance frequency of
the radiating structure preferably refers to a frequency at
which the input impedance of said radiating structure (as
measured at its internal port when disconnected from the
radiofrequency system) has an imaginary part equal to zero.

With such a small radiation booster, and with the radiating
structure including said radiation booster operating in a fre-
quency range much lower than said first resonance frequency,
the input impedance of'the radiating structure (measured at its
internal port when the radiofrequency system is discon-
nected) features an important reactive component (either
capacitive or inductive) within the range of frequencies of the
first frequency region of operation. That is, the input imped-
ance of the radiating structure at said internal port when
disconnected from the radiofrequency system has an imagi-
nary part not equal to zero for any frequency of the first
frequency region.

In some examples the radiation booster is substantially
planar defining a two-dimensional structure, while in other
cases the radiation booster is a three-dimensional structure
that occupies a volume. In particular, in some examples, the
smallest dimension of a booster box is not smaller than a 70%,
an 80% or even a 90% of the largest dimension of said booster
box, defining a volumetric geometry. Radiation boosters hav-
ing a volumetric geometry may be advantageous to enhance
the radioelectric performance of the radiating structure, par-
ticularly in those cases in which the maximum size of the
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radiation booster is very small relative to the free-space wave-
length corresponding to the lowest frequency of the first fre-
quency region.

Moreover, providing a radiation booster with a volumetric
geometry can be advantageous to reduce the other two dimen-
sions of its radiator box, leading to a very compact solution.
Therefore, in some examples in which the radiation booster
has a volumetric geometry, it is preferred to set a ratio
between the first resonance frequency of the radiating struc-
ture at its internal port when disconnected from the radiofre-
quency system and the highest frequency of the first fre-
quency region above 4.8, or even above 5.4.

In a preferred embodiment, the radiation booster com-
prises a conductive part. In some cases said conductive part
may take the form of, for instance but not limited to, a con-
ducting strip comprising one or more segments, a polygonal
shape (including for instance triangles, squares, rectangles,
hexagons, or even circles or ellipses as limit cases of polygons
with a large number of edges), a polyhedral shape comprising
a plurality of faces (including also cylinders or spheres as
limit cases of polyhedrons with a large number of faces), or a
combination thereof.

In some examples, the conductive part of a radiation
booster may be a contacting means of a circuit component,
such as for example a pin, a soldering ball, or a soldering pad
of an integrated circuit package, or of a surface-mount tech-
nology (SMT) electronic component.

In some examples, the connection point of a radiation
booster is advantageously located substantially close to an
end, or to a corner, of said conductive part.

In some examples, the conductive part is connected to the
ground plane layer, while in other examples said conductive
part is not connected to the ground plane layer. Connecting
the conductive part of the radiation booster to the ground
plane layer lowers effectively the real part of the input imped-
ance of the radiating structure at its internal port when dis-
connected from the radiofrequency system, controlling thus
the energy transfer between the radiation booster and the
ground plane layer.

In another preferred example, the radiation booster com-
prises a gap (i.e., absence of conducting material) defined in
the ground plane layer. Said gap is delimited by one or more
segments defining a curve. The connection point of the radia-
tion booster is located at a first point along said curve. The
connection point of the ground plane layer is located at a
second point along said curve, said second point being dif-
ferent from said first point.

In an example, said gap intersects the perimeter of the
ground plane layer. That is, the curve defined by the one or
more segments delimiting said gap is open. In another
example, said gap does not intersect the perimeter of the
ground plane layer (i.e., the curve defined by the one or more
segments delimiting said gap is closed).

In a preferred example of the present invention, a major
portion of the at least one radiation booster (such as at least a
50%, or a 60%, or a 70%, or an 80% of the surface of said
radiation booster) is placed on one or more planes substan-
tially parallel to the ground plane layer. In the context of this
document, two surfaces are considered to be substantially
parallel if the smallest angle between a first line normal to one
of'the two surfaces and a second line normal to the other of the
two surfaces is not larger than 30°, and preferably not larger
than 20°, or even more preferably not larger than 10°.

In some examples, said one or more planes substantially
parallel to the ground plane layer and containing a major
portion of a radiation booster of the radiating structure are
preferably at a height with respect to said ground plane layer
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not larger than a 2% of the free-space wavelength correspond-
ing to the lowest frequency of the first frequency region of
operation of the radiating system. In some cases, said height
is smaller than 7 mm, preferably smaller than 5 mm, and more
preferably smaller than 3 mm.

In some embodiments, the at least one radiation booster is
substantially coplanar to the ground plane layer. Furthermore,
in some cases the at least one radiation booster is advanta-
geously embedded in the same PCB as the one containing the
ground plane layer, which results in a radiating structure
having a very low profile.

In a preferred example the radiating structure is arranged
within the wireless handheld or portable device in such a
manner that there is no ground plane in the orthogonal pro-
jection of a radiation booster onto the plane containing the
ground plane layer. In some examples there is some overlap-
ping between the projection of a radiation booster and the
ground plane layer. In some embodiments less than a 10%, a
20%, a 30%, a 40%, a 50%, a 60% or even a 70% of the area
of the projection of a radiation booster overlaps the ground
plane layer. Yet in some other examples, the projection of a
radiation booster onto the ground plane layer completely
overlaps the ground plane layer.

In some cases it is advantageous to protrude at least a
portion of the orthogonal projection of a radiation booster
beyond the ground plane layer, or alternatively remove
ground plane from at least a portion of the projection of a
radiation booster, in order to adjust the levels of impedance
and to enhance the impedance bandwidth of the radiating
structure. This aspect is particularly suitable for those
examples when the volume for the integration of the radiating
structure has a small height, as it is the case in particular for
slim wireless handheld or portable devices.

In some examples, a radiation booster is preferably located
substantially close to an edge of the ground plane layer,
preferably said edge being in common with a side of the
ground plane rectangle. In some examples, a radiation
booster is more preferably located substantially close to an
end of said edge or to the middle point of said edge.

In some embodiments said edge is preferably an edge of a
substantially rectangular or elongated ground plane layer.

In an example, the radiation booster is located preferably
substantially close to a short edge of the ground plane rect-
angle, and more preferably substantially close to an end of
said short edge or to the middle point of said short edge. Such
a placement for the radiation booster with respect to the
ground plane layer is particularly advantageous when the
radiating structure features at its internal port, when the
radiofrequency system is disconnected, an input impedance
having a capacitive component for the frequencies of the first
frequency region of operation.

In another example, the radiation booster is located pref-
erably substantially close to a long edge of the ground plane
rectangle, and more preferably substantially close to anend of
said long edge or to the middle point of said long edge. Such
a placement for the radiation booster is particularly advanta-
geous when the radiating structure features at its internal port,
when the radiofrequency system is disconnected, an input
impedance having an inductive component for the frequen-
cies of said first frequency region.

In some other examples, a radiation booster is advanta-
geously located substantially close to a corner of the ground
plane layer, preferably said corner being in common with a
corner of the ground plane rectangle.

In the context of this document, two points are substan-
tially close to each other if the distance between them is less
than 5% (more preferably less than 3%, 2%, 1% or 0.5%) of
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the lowest frequency of operation of the radiating system. In
the same way, two linear dimensions are substantially close to
each other if they differ in less than 5% (more preferably less
than 3%, 2%, 1% or 0.5%) of said lowest frequency of opera-
tion.

In some examples, the connection point of the ground
plane layer is located advantageously close to the connection
point of the radiation booster in order to facilitate the inter-
connection of the radiofrequency system with the radiating
structure. Therefore, those locations specified above as being
preferred for the placement of the radiation booster are also
advantageous for the location of the connection point of the
ground plane layer. Therefore, in some examples said con-
nection point is located substantially close to an edge of the
ground plane layer, preferably an edge in common with a side
of the ground plane rectangle, or substantially close to a
corner of the ground plane layer, preferably said corner being
in common with a corner of the ground plane rectangle. Such
an election of the position of the connection point of the
ground plane layer may be advantageous to provide a longer
path to the electrical currents flowing on the ground plane
layer, lowering the frequency of the radiation mode of the
ground plane layer.

In some embodiments, the radiofrequency system com-
prises a matching network that transforms the input imped-
ance of the radiating structure, providing impedance match-
ing to the radiating system in at least the first frequency region
of operation of the radiating system.

Said matching network can comprise a single stage or a
plurality of stages. In some examples, the matching network
comprises at least two, at least three, at least four, at least five,
at least six, at least seven, at least eight or more stages.

A stage comprises one or more circuit components (such as
for example but not limited to inductors, capacitors, resistors,
jumpers, short-circuits, switches, delay lines, resonators, or
other reactive or resistive components). In some cases, a stage
has a substantially inductive behavior in the first frequency
region of operation of the radiating system, while another
stage has a substantially capacitive behavior in said first fre-
quency region, and yet a third one may have a substantially
resistive behavior in said first frequency region.

A stage can be connected in series or in parallel to other
stages and/or to at least one port of the radiofrequency sys-
tem.

In some examples, the matching network alternates stages
connected in series (i.e., cascaded) with stages connected in
parallel (i.e., shunted), forming a ladder structure. In some
cases, a matching network comprising two stages forms an
L-shaped structure (i.e., series—parallel or parallel—series).
In some other cases, a matching network comprising three
stages forms either a pi-shaped structure (i.e., parallel—se-
ries—parallel) or a T-shaped structure (i.e., series—paral-
lel—series).

In some examples, the matching network alternates stages
having a substantially inductive behavior, with stages having
a substantially capacitive behavior.

In an example, a stage may substantially behave as a reso-
nant circuit (such as, for instance, a parallel LC resonant
circuit or a series LC resonant circuit) in the first frequency
region of operation of the radiating system. The use of stages
having a resonant circuit behavior allows one part of the
matching network be effectively connected to another part of
said matching network for a given range of frequencies, and
be effectively disabled for another range of frequencies.

In an example, the matching network comprises at least
one active circuit component (such as for instance, but not
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limited to, a transistor, a diode, a MEMS device, a relay, or an
amplifier) in at least one stage.

In some embodiments, the matching network preferably
includes a reactance cancellation circuit comprising one or
more stages, with one of said one or more stages being con-
nected to the first port of the radiofrequency system.

In the context of this document, reactance cancellation
preferably refers to compensating the imaginary part of the
input impedance at the internal port of the radiating structure
when disconnected from the radiofrequency system so that
the inputimpedance of the radiating system at its external port
has an imaginary part substantially close to zero for a fre-
quency preferably within the first frequency region. In some
less preferred examples, said frequency may also be higher
than the highest frequency of the first frequency region (al-
though preferably not higher than 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 or 1.4 times
said highest frequency) or lower than the lowest frequency of
the first frequency region (although preferably not lower than
0.9, 0.8 or 0.7 times said lowest frequency). Moreover, the
imaginary part of an impedance is considered to be substan-
tially close to zero if it is not larger (in absolute value) than 15
Ohms, and preferably not larger than 10 Ohms, and more
preferably not larger than 5 Ohms.

In a preferred embodiment, the radiating structure features
at its internal port when the radiofrequency system is discon-
nected an input impedance having a capacitive component for
the frequencies of the first frequency region of operation. In
that embodiment, the reactance cancellation circuit com-
prises a first stage having a substantially inductive behavior
for all the frequencies of the first frequency region of opera-
tion of the radiating system. More preferably, said first stage
comprises an inductor. In some cases, said inductor may be a
lumped inductor. Said first stage is advantageously connected
in series with the first port of the radiofrequency system, said
first port being connected to the internal port of the radiating
structure of a radiating system.

In another preferred embodiment, the radiating structure
features at its internal port when the radiofrequency system is
disconnected an input impedance having an inductive com-
ponent for the frequencies of the first frequency region of
operation. In that embodiment, the reactance cancellation
circuit comprises a first stage and a second stage forming an
L-shaped structure, with said first stage being connected in
parallel and said second stage being connected in series. Each
of'the first and the second stage has a substantially capacitive
behavior for all the frequencies of the first frequency region of
operation of the radiating system. More preferably, said first
stage and said second stage comprise each a capacitor. In
some cases, said capacitor may be a lumped capacitor. Said
first stage is advantageously connected in parallel with the
first port of the radiofrequency system, while said second
stage is connected to said first stage.

In some embodiments, the matching network may further
comprise a broadband matching circuit, said broadband
matching circuit being preferably connected in cascade to the
reactance cancellation circuit. With a broadband matching
circuit, the impedance bandwidth of the radiating structure
may be advantageously increased. This may be particularly
interesting for those cases in which the relative bandwidth of
the first frequency region is large.

Ina preferred embodiment, the broadband matching circuit
comprises a stage that substantially behaves as a resonant
circuit (preferably as a parallel LC resonant circuit or as a
series L.C resonant circuit) in the first frequency region of
operation of the radiating system.

In some examples, the matching network may further com-
prise in addition to the reactance cancellation circuit and/or
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the broadband matching circuit, a fine tuning circuit (also
called third tuning circuit) to correct small deviations of the
input impedance of the radiating system with respect to some
given target specifications.

In a preferred example, the reactance cancellation circuit is
connected to the first port of the radiofrequency system (i.e.,
the port connected to the internal port of the radiating struc-
ture) and the fine tuning circuit is connected to the second port
of the radiofrequency system (i.e., the port connected to the
external port of the radiating system). In an example, then the
broadband matching circuit is operationally connected in cas-
cade between the reactance cancellation circuit and the fine
tuning circuit. In another example, the matching network
does not comprise a broadband matching circuit and the reac-
tance cancellation circuit is connected in cascade directly to
the fine tuning circuit.

In some examples, at least some circuit components in the
stages of the matching network are discrete lumped compo-
nents (such as for instance SMT components), while in some
other examples all the circuit components of the matching
network are discrete lumped components. In some examples,
at least some circuit components in the stages of the matching
network are distributed components (such as for instance a
transmission line printed or embedded in a PCB containing
the ground plane layer of the radiating structure), while in
some other examples all the circuit components of the match-
ing network are distributed components.

In some examples, at least some, or even all, circuit com-
ponents in the stages of the matching network may be inte-
grated into an integrated circuit, such as for instance a CMOS
integrated circuit or a hybrid integrated circuit.

In some embodiments, the radiofrequency system may
comprise a frequency selective element such as a diplexer or
a bank of filters to separate the electrical signals of different
frequencies.

In some embodiments, the radiofrequency system includes
two, three, four or more matching networks and a switching
matrix. The switching matrix allows selecting which one of
the two or more matching networks is operationally con-
nected to a port of the radiofrequency system. In these
embodiments, the radiofrequency system further comprises a
control circuit to select which matching network is selected at
any given time, hence providing reconfiguration capabilities
to the radiofrequency system.

In some preferred embodiments, the switching matrix is
advantageously connected to the first port of the radiofre-
quency system (i.e., the port connected to internal port of the
radiating structure).

Moreover, in a more preferred embodiment the radiofre-
quency system comprises a second switching matrix, said
second switching matrix being connected to the second port
of'the radiofrequency system (i.e., the port connected to exter-
nal port of the radiating system).

A radiating system comprising such a reconfigurable
radiofrequency system may be advantageous to adapt the
radiating system to different working environments, or to
different modes of operation of the wireless device. It may
also allow re-using a same radiating system for different
frequency regions that are not used simultaneously. For
example a same cellular communication standard may be
allocated in different frequency regions of the electromag-
netic spectrum depending on the geographical region. An
antennaless wireless handheld or portable device may advan-
tageously select the matching network optimized for instance
to the frequency region corresponding to a European stan-
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dard, to an American standard, or to an Asian standard
depending on where the wireless device is being used at any
given moment.

In some examples, one, two, three or even all the stages of
the matching network may contribute to more than one func-
tionality of said matching network. A given stage may for
instance contribute to two or more of the following function-
alities from the group comprising: reactance cancellation,
impedance transformation (preferably, transformation of the
real part of said impedance), broadband matching and fine
tuning matching. In other words, a same stage of the matching
network may advantageously belong to two or three of the
following circuits: reactance cancellation circuit, broadband
matching circuit and fine tuning circuit. Using a same stage of
the matching network for several purposes may be advanta-
geous in reducing the number of stages and/or circuit com-
ponents required for the matching network of a radiofre-
quency system, reducing the real estate requirements on the
PCB of the antennaless wireless handheld or portable device
in which the radiating system is integrated.

In other examples, each stage of the matching network
serves only to one functionality within the matching network.
Such a choice may be preferred when low-end circuit com-
ponents, having for instance a worse tolerance behavior, a
more pronounced thermal dependence, and/or a lower quality
factor, are used to implement said matching network.

In some examples, the radiating system is capable of oper-
ating in at least two, three, four, five or more frequency
regions of the electromagnetic spectrum, said frequency
regions allowing the allocation of two, three, four, five, six or
more frequency bands used in one or more standards of cel-
Iular communications, wireless connectivity and/or broad-
cast services.

In some examples, a frequency region of operation (such as
for example the first frequency region) of a radiating system
is preferably one of the following: 824-960 MHz, 1710-2170
MHz, 2.4-2.5 GHz, 3.4-3.6 GHz, 4.9-5.875 GHz, or 3.1-10.6
GHz.

In some embodiments, the radiating structure comprises
two, three, four or more radiation boosters, each of said radia-
tion boosters including a connection point, and each of said
connection points defining, together with a connection point
of the ground plane layer, an internal port of the radiating
structure. Therefore, in some embodiments the radiating
structure comprises two, three, four or more radiation boost-
ers, and correspondingly two, three, four or more internal
ports. In such embodiments, the radiofrequency system com-
prises additional ports to be connected to some, or even all,
internal ports of the radiating structure.

In some examples, a same connection point of the ground
plane layer is used to define at least two, or even all, internal
ports of the radiating structure.

In some examples, the radiating system comprises a second
external port and the radiofrequency system comprises an
additional port, said additional port being connected to said
second external port. That is, the radiating system features
two external ports.

In some embodiments the radiating structure comprises a
plastic or dielectric carrier (such as for instance made of Poly
Carbonate, Liquid Crystal Polymer, Poly Oxide Methylene,
PC-ABS, or PVC) that provides mechanical support to the at
least one radiation booster of said radiating structure. In other
cases, the at least one radiation booster is affixed to a plastic
cover of the wireless handheld or portable device.

In some embodiments a radiation booster may be advanta-
geously arranged in an integrated circuit package (i.e., a pack-
age having a form factor for integrated circuit packages).
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In some embodiments, said integrated circuit package
advantageously comprises a semiconductor chip or die
arranged inside the package. Moreover, the radiation booster
is preferably arranged in the package but not in said semicon-
ductor die or chip.

In some cases, the integrated circuit package has a form
factor selected from the list comprising: single-in-line (SIL)
package, dual-in-line (DIL) package, dual-in-line with sur-
face mount technology (DIL-SMT) package, quad-flat-pack-
age (QFP) package, quad-flat-no-lead (QFN) package, pin
grid array (PGA) package, ball grid array (BGA) package,
plastic ball grid array (PBGA) package, ceramic ball grid
array (CBGA) package, tape ball grid array (TBGA) package,
super ball grid array (SBGA) package, micro ball grid array
(uBGA) package, small outline package and leadframe pack-
age. Moreover, in some examples, any of these form factors
may beused inits CSP (Chip Scale Package) version, wherein
the semiconductor chip or die typically fills up to an 85% of
the package area.

The integrated circuit package further comprises at least
one terminal (such as for instance but not limited to a pad, a
pin or a lead) or, more preferably, a plurality of terminals.

In some preferred examples, the contact point of the radia-
tion booster is connected to a terminal of the integrated circuit
package. Moreover, in these examples the radiofrequency
system is at least in part not included in the integrated circuit
package. Having at least a part of the radiofrequency system
outside the integrated circuit package may offer to the user
greater flexibility in the customization of the matching net-
work and the selection of particular circuit components to
obtain a desired radioelectric performance of the radiating
system.

Insome cases according to the present invention, a terminal
of the integrated circuit package may constitute the conduc-
tive part of the radiation booster.

In some examples, the connection point of the ground
plane layer of the radiating structure is connected to at least
one terminal of the integrated circuit package. In these
examples, the integrated circuit package includes at least part
of the radiofrequency system. Having at least part of the
radiofrequency system inside the integrated circuit may
enable the use of for instance active circuit components, or
have an adaptive matching network which can be reconfig-
ured to different working environments and conditions. In
these cases, the radiofrequency system may advantageously
further comprise a control circuit, preferably included in the
semiconductor chip or die, to configure such an adaptive
matching network.

LIST OF FIGURES

Embodiments of the invention are shown in the enclosed
figures. Herein shows:

FIG. 1-—(a) Example of an antennaless wireless handheld
or portable device including a radiating system according to
the present invention; and (b) Block diagram of an antenna-
less wireless handheld or portable device illustrating the basic
functional blocks thereof.

FIG. 2—Schematic representation of a radiating system
according to the present invention.

FIG. 3—Block diagram of three examples of radiofre-
quency systems for a radiating system according to the
present invention.

FIG. 4—Example of a radiating structure for a radiating
system, the radiating structure including a radiation booster
comprising a conductive part: (a) Partial perspective view;
and () top plan view.
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FIG. 5—Schematic representation of a radiofrequency
system for a radiating system whose radiating structure is
shown in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6—Typical impedance transformation of the radiof-
requency system of FIG. 5 on the input impedance of the
radiating structure of FIG. 4: (a) Input impedance at the
internal port of the radiating structure when disconnected
from the radiofrequency system; (b) Input impedance after
connection of the reactance cancellation circuit of the radiof-
requency system to the internal port of the radiating structure;
and (¢) Input impedance at the external port of the radiating
system after connection of the broadband matching circuit in
cascade with the reactance cancellation circuit.

FIG. 7—Typical input return losses at the internal port of
the radiating structure of FIG. 4 compared with those at the
external port of a radiating system obtained after intercon-
necting the radiating structure of FIG. 4 with the radiofre-
quency system of FIG. 5.

FIG. 8—Another example of a radiating structure includ-
ing a radiation booster comprising a conductive part: (a)
Partial perspective view; and (b) top plan view.

FIG. 9—Schematic representation of a radiofrequency
system for a radiating system whose radiating structure is
shown in FIG. 8.

FIG. 10—Typical impedance transformation of the radiof-
requency system of FIG. 9 on the input impedance of the
radiating structure of FIG. 8: (a) Input impedance at the
internal port of the radiating structure when disconnected
from the radiofrequency system; and () Input impedance at
the external port of the radiating system.

FIG. 11—Typical input return losses at the internal port of
the radiating structure of FIG. 8 compared with those at the
external port of a radiating system obtained after intercon-
necting the radiating structure of FIG. 8 with the radiofre-
quency system of FIG. 9.

FIG. 12—Example of a radiating structure for a radiating
system, the radiating structure including a radiation booster
comprising a gap: (a) Partial perspective view; and () top
plan view.

FIG. 13—Schematic representation of a radiofrequency
system for a radiating system whose radiating structure is
shown in FIG. 12.

FIG. 14—Typical impedance transformation of the radiof-
requency system of FIG. 13 on the input impedance of the
radiating structure of FIG. 12: (a) Input impedance at the
internal port of the radiating structure when disconnected
from the radiofrequency system; (b) Input impedance after
connection of the reactance cancellation circuit of the radiof-
requency system to the internal port of the radiating structure;
(¢) Input impedance after connection of the broadband
matching circuit in cascade with the reactance cancellation
circuit; and (d) Input impedance at the external port of the
radiating system after connection of the fine tuning circuit in
cascade with the broadband matching circuit.

FIG. 15—Typical input return losses at the internal port of
the radiating structure of FIG. 12 compared with those at the
external port of a radiating system obtained after intercon-
necting the radiating structure of FIG. 13 with the radiofre-
quency system of FIG. 12.

FIG. 16—Examples of radiation boosters comprising a
conductive part.

FIG. 17—Examples of some preferred placements of the
radiation boosters of FIG. 16 with respect to the ground plane
layer of a radiating structure.

FIG. 18—Another example of a radiation booster compris-
ing a conductive part, wherein said conductive part is con-
nected to the ground plane layer of a radiating structure.
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FIG. 19—Examples of some preferred placements of the
radiation booster of FIG. 18 with respect to the ground plane
layer of a radiating structure.

FIG. 20—Examples of radiation boosters comprising a
gap.

FIG. 21—Examples of some preferred placements of the
radiation boosters of FIG. 20 with respect to the ground plane
layer of a radiating structure.

FIG. 22—Example of a preferred radiating structure
including a radiation booster comprising a gap.

FIG.23—(a) Example of another preferred radiating struc-
ture including a radiation booster comprising a gap; and (b)
Detailed view of the radiation booster.

FIG. 24—Further example of a preferred radiating struc-
ture including a radiation booster comprising a gap.

FIG. 25—FExample of a preferred radiating structure
including a radiation booster having a substantially planar
conductive part.

FIG. 26—FExample of a reconfigurable radiofrequency
system for a radiating system comprising a controllable
switching matrix and a control circuit.

FIG. 27—Another example of a reconfigurable radiofre-
quency system for a radiating system comprising two con-
trollable switching matrices and a control circuit.

FIG. 28—Radiating structure of a typical wireless hand-
held or portable device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

Further characteristics and advantages of the invention will
become apparent in view of the detailed description of some
preferred embodiments which follows. Said detailed descrip-
tion of some preferred embodiments of the invention is given
for purposes of illustration only and in no way is meant as a
definition of the limits of the invention, made with reference
to the accompanying figures.

FIG. 1 shows an illustrative example of an antennaless
wireless handheld or portable device 100 according to the
present invention. In FIG. 1a, there is shown an exploded
perspective view of the antennaless wireless handheld or
portable device 100 comprising a radiating structure that
includes a radiation booster 151 and a ground plane layer 152
(which could be included in a layer of a multilayer PCB). The
antennaless wireless handheld or portable device 100 also
comprises a radiofrequency system 153, which is intercon-
nected with said radiating structure.

Referring now to FIG. 15, it is shown a block diagram of
the antennaless wireless handheld or portable device 100
advantageously comprising, in accordance to the present
invention, a user interface module 101, a processing module
102, a memory module 103, a communication module 104
and a power management module 105. In a preferred embodi-
ment, the processing module 102 and the memory module
103 have herein been listed as separate modules. However, in
another embodiment, the processing module 102 and the
memory module 103 may be separate functionalities within a
single module or a plurality of modules. In a further embodi-
ment, two or more of the five functional blocks of the anten-
naless wireless handheld or portable device 100 may be sepa-
rate functionalities within a single module or a plurality of
modules.

In FIG. 2 it is depicted a radiating system 200 for an
antennaless wireless handheld or portable device according
to the present invention. The radiating system 200 comprises
aradiating structure 201, a radiofrequency system 202, and an
external port 203. The radiating structure 201 comprises a
radiation booster 204, which includes a connection point 205,
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and a ground plane layer 206, said ground plane layer also
including a connection point 207. The radiating structure 201
further comprises an internal port 208 defined between the
connection point of the radiation booster 205 and the connec-
tion point of the ground plane layer 207. Furthermore, the
radiofrequency system 202 comprises two ports: a first port
209 is connected to the internal port of the radiating structure
208, and a second port 210 is connected to the external port of
the radiating system 203.

FIG. 3 shows the block diagram of three preferred
examples of a radio frequency system 300 comprising a first
port 301 and a second port 302.

In particular, in FIG. 3a the radiofrequency system 300
includes matching network comprising a reactance cancella-
tion circuit 303. In this example, a first port of the reactance
cancellation circuit 304 may be operationally connected to
the first port of the radiofrequency system 301 and another
port of the reactance cancellation circuit 305 may be opera-
tionally connected to the second port of the radiofrequency
system 302.

Referring now to FIG. 34, the radiofrequency system 300
includes an alternative matching network comprising the
reactance cancellation circuit 303 and a broadband matching
circuit 330, which is advantageously connected in cascade
with the reactance cancellation circuit 303. That is, a port of
the broadband matching circuit 331 is connected to port 305.
In this example, port 304 is operationally connected to the
first port of the radiofrequency system 301, while another port
of the broadband matching circuit 332 is operationally con-
nected to the second port of the radiofrequency system 302.

FIG. 3¢ depicts a further example of the radiofrequency
system 300 including yet another alternative matching net-
work comprising, in addition to the reactance cancellation
circuit 303 and the broadband matching circuit 330, a fine
tuning circuit 360. Said three circuits are advantageously
connected in cascade, with a port of the reactance cancella-
tion circuit (in particular port 304) being connected to the first
port of the radiofrequency system 301 and a port the fine
tuning circuit 362 being connected to the second port of the
radiofrequency system 302. In this example, the broadband
matching circuit 330 is operationally interconnected between
the reactance cancellation circuit 303 and the fine tuning
circuit 360 (i.e., port 331 is connected to port 305 and port 332
is connected to port 361 of the fine tuning circuit 360).

FIG. 4 shows a preferred example of a radiating structure
suitable for a radiating system operating in a first frequency
region of the electromagnetic spectrum between 824 MHz
and 960 MHz. An antennaless wireless handheld or portable
device including such a radiating system may advantageously
operate the GSM 850 and GSM 900 cellular communication
standards (i.e., two different communication standards).

The radiating structure 400 comprises a radiation booster
401 and a ground plane layer 402. In FIG. 45, there is shown
in a top plan view the ground plane rectangle 450 associated
to the ground plane layer 402. In this example, since the
ground plane layer 402 has a substantially rectangular shape,
its ground plane rectangle 450 is readily obtained as the
rectangular perimeter of said ground plane layer 402.

The ground plane rectangle 450 has a long side of approxi-
mately 100 mm and a short side of approximately 40 mm.
Therefore, in accordance with an aspect of the present inven-
tion, the ratio between the long side of the ground plane
rectangle 450 and the free-space wavelength corresponding
to the lowest frequency of the first frequency region (i.e., 824
MHz) is advantageously larger than 0.2. Moreover, said ratio
is advantageously also smaller than 1.0.
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In this example, the radiation booster 401 includes a con-
ductive part featuring a polyhedral shape comprising six
faces. Moreover, in this case said six faces are substantially
square having an edge length of approximately 5 mm, which
means that said conductive part is a cube. In this case, the
conductive part of the radiation booster 401 is not connected
to the ground plane layer 402. A booster box 451 for the
radiation booster 401 coincides with the external area of said
radiation booster 401. In FIG. 45, it is shown a top plan view
of the radiating structure 400, in which the top face of the
booster box 451 can be observed.

In accordance with an aspect of the present invention, a
maximum size of the radiation booster 401 (said maximum
size being a largest edge of the booster box 451) is advanta-
geously smaller than Y50 times the free-space wavelength
corresponding to the lowest frequency of the first frequency
region of operation of the radiating structure 400. In particu-
lar, said maximum size is also advantageously larger than Yiso
times said free-space wavelength.

In FIG. 4, the radiation booster 401 is arranged with respect
to the ground plane layer so that the upper and bottom faces of
the radiation booster 401 are substantially parallel to the
ground plane layer 402. Moreover, said bottom face is advan-
tageously coplanar to the ground plane layer 402. With such
an arrangement, the height of the radiation booster 401 with
respect to the ground plane layer is not larger than 2% of the
free-space wavelength corresponding to the lowest frequency
of the first frequency region.

In the radiating structure 400, the radiation booster 401
protrudes beyond the ground plane layer 402. That is, the
radiation booster 401 is arranged with respect to the ground
plane layer 402 in such a manner that there is no ground plane
in the orthogonal projection of the radiation booster 401 onto
the plane containing the ground plane layer 402. The radia-
tion booster 401 is located substantially close to an edge of the
ground plane layer 402, in particular to a short edge of the
substantially rectangular ground plane layer 402 and, more
precisely, the radiation booster 401 is located substantially
close to a corner of said ground plane layer 402.

The radiation booster 401 comprises a connection point
403 located on the lower right corner of the bottom face of the
radiation booster 401. In turn, the ground plane layer 402 also
comprises a connection point 404 substantially on the upper
right corner of the ground plane layer 402. An internal port of
the radiating structure 400 is defined between connection
point 403 and connection point 404.

The very small dimensions of the radiation booster 401
result in said radiating structure 400 having a first resonance
frequency at a frequency much higher than the frequencies of
the first frequency region. In this case, the ratio between the
first resonance frequency of the radiating structure 400 mea-
sured at its internal port (in absence of a radiofrequency
system connected to it) and the highest frequency of the first
frequency region is advantageously larger than 4.2.

With such small dimensions of the radiation booster 401,
the input impedance of the radiating structure 400 measured
at the internal port features an important reactive component,
and in particular a capacitive component, within the frequen-
cies of the first frequency region.

This can be observed in FIG. 6a, in which curve 600
represents on a Smith chart the typical complex impedance of
the antenna structure 400 as a function of the frequency when
no radiofrequency system is connected to its internal port. In
particular, point 601 corresponds to the input impedance at
the lowest frequency of the first frequency region, and point
602 corresponds to the input impedance at the highest fre-
quency of the first frequency region.
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Curve 600 is located on the lower half of the Smith chart,
which indeed indicates that said input impedance has a
capacitive component (i.e., the imaginary part of the input
impedance has a negative value) for all frequencies of the first
frequency range (i.e., between point 601 and point 602).

FIG. 5 is a schematic representation of a radiofrequency
system suitable for interconnection with the radiating struc-
ture of FIG. 4 to provide impedance matching to the resulting
radiating system in the first frequency region of operation.

A radiofrequency system 500 comprises a first port 501 to
be connected to the internal port of the radiating structure
400, and a second port 502 to be connected to the external port
of the radiating system. In this example, the radiofrequency
system 500 further comprises a matching network including
a reactance cancellation circuit 507 and a broadband match-
ing circuit 508.

The reactance cancellation circuit 507 includes one stage
comprising one single circuit component 504 arranged in
series and featuring a substantially inductive behavior in the
first frequency region. In this particular example, the circuit
component 504 is a lumped inductor. The inductive behavior
of the reactance cancellation circuit 507 advantageously
compensates the capacitive component of the input imped-
ance of the radiating structure 400.

Such an effect can be observed in FIG. 6, in which the input
impedance of the radiating structure 400 (curve 600 in FIG.
6a) is transformed by the reactance cancellation circuit into
an impedance having an imaginary part substantially close to
zero in the first frequency region (see FIG. 65). Curve 630 in
FIG. 6b corresponds to the input impedance that would be
observed at the second port of the radiofrequency system 502
if the broadband matching circuit 508 were removed and said
second port 502 were directly connected to a port 503. Said
curve 630 crosses the horizontal axis of the Smith Chart at a
point 631 located between point 601 and point 602, which
means that the input impedance has an imaginary part equal to
zero for a frequency advantageously between the lowest and
highest frequencies of the first frequency region.

The broadband matching circuit 508 includes also one
stage and is connected in cascade with the reactance cancel-
lation circuit 507. Said stage of the broadband matching
circuit 508 comprises two circuit components: a first circuit
component 505 is a lumped inductor and a second circuit
component 506 is a lumped capacitor. Together, the circuit
components 505 and 506 form a parallel LC resonant circuit
(i.e., said stage of the broadband matching circuit 508
behaves substantially as a resonant circuit in the first fre-
quency region of operation).

Comparing FIGS. 65 and 6c, it is noticed that the broad-
band matching circuit 508 has the beneficial effect of “closing
in” the ends of curve 630 (i.e., transforming the curve 630 into
another curve 660 featuring a compact loop around the center
of'the Smith chart). Thus, the resulting curve 660 exhibits an
input impedance (now, measured at the second port 502, or
equivalently at the external port of the radiating system)
within a voltage standing wave ratio (VSWR) 3:1 referred to
a reference impedance of 50 Ohms over a broader range of
frequencies.

Alternatively, the effect of the radiofrequency system of
FIG. 5 on the radiating structure of FIG. 4 can be compared in
terms of the input return loss. In FIG. 7 curve 700 (in dash-
dotted line) presents the typical input return loss of the radi-
ating structure 400 observed at its internal port when the
radiofrequency system 500 is not connected to said internal
port. From said curve 700 it is clear that the radiating structure
400 is not matched in the first frequency range and that the
radiation booster 401 is non-resonant in said first frequency
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range. On the other hand, curve 710 (in solid line) corre-
sponds to the input return losses at the external port of the
radiating system resulting from the interconnection of the
radiofrequency system 500 with the radiating structure 400.
The radiofrequency system transforms the input impedance
of'the radiating structure 400, providing impedance matching
in the first frequency region. Curve 710 shows how the radi-
ating system exhibits return losses better than -6 dB in the
first frequency region (delimited by points 701 and 702 on the
curve 710), making it possible for the radiating system to
provide operability for the GSM850 and the GSM900 stan-
dards.

Another preferred embodiment of a radiating structure
according to the present invention is disclosed in FIG. 8, in
which a radiating structure 800 comprises a radiation booster
801 and a ground plane layer 802. The radiating structure 800
is to be used in a radiating system capable of operating the
GSM 900 cellular communication standard (i.e., the first
frequency region extends from 880 MHz to 960 MHz).

The radiating structure 800 is very similar to the radiating
structure 400 already discussed in connection with FIG. 4.
For example, the dimensions of the ground plane layer 802,
and the shape and dimensions of the radiation booster 801, are
the same as those of their respective counterparts in the radi-
ating structure 400. Moreover, a ground plane rectangle 850
associated to the ground plane layer 802 and a booster box
851 associated to the radiation booster 801 are defined in the
same way as it was done for the example in FIG. 4.

However, the placement of the radiation booster 801 with
respect to the ground plane layer 802 is different from what it
was shown in FIG. 4. While in the radiating structure 400, the
radiation booster 401 protrudes beyond the ground plane
layer 402; in the radiating structure 800, the projection of the
radiation booster 801 onto the plane containing the ground
plane layer 802 overlaps completely the ground plane layer
802. This can be observed in the top plan view of the radiating
structure 800 in FIG. 85, in which the projection of the
booster box 851 onto the plane of the ground plane layer 802
is inside the ground plane rectangle 851.

Despite the radiation booster 801 being located above the
ground plane layer 802, said radiation booster 801 is not
connected to said ground plane layer 802. An internal port of
the radiating structure 800 is defined between a connection
point of the radiation booster 801 and a connection point of
the ground plane layer 802.

Referring now to FIG. 9, it is depicted a schematic repre-
sentation of a radiofrequency system 900 suitable for inter-
connection with the radiating structure 800. The radiofre-
quency system 900 includes a matching network, a first port
901 (to be connected to the internal port of the radiating
structure 800), and a second port 902 (for connection with the
external port of a resulting radiating system). The matching
network comprises a reactance cancellation circuit 910 and a
broadband matching circuit 911, as in the example shown in
FIG. 5, but also a fine tuning circuit 912.

The reactance cancellation circuit 910 is connected to the
first port 901 and the fine tuning circuit 912 is connected to the
second port 902. The broadband matching circuit 911 is
operationally connected between the reactance cancellation
circuit 910 and the fine tuning circuit 912, so that said three
circuits are connected in cascade.

The input impedance of the radiating structure 800 mea-
sured at its internal port (in absence of the radiofrequency
system 900) has an imaginary part featuring an important
capacitive component. In FIG. 10a said input impedance is
represented by curve 1000, which is clearly located in the
lower half portion of the Smith chart for all frequencies of the
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first frequency region (represented by the interval between
point 1001 and point 1002 of the curve 1000). Therefore the
reactance cancellation circuit 910 comprises a circuit element
903 having a substantially inductive behavior (in particular
being a lumped inductor).

The broadband matching circuit 911 is similar to the one
used for the radiofrequency system 500, and includes one
stage substantially behaving as an L.C parallel resonant circuit
comprising an inductor 904 and a capacitor 905 connected in
parallel.

The fine tuning circuit 912 adds two more stages to the
matching network of the radiofrequency system 900. Said
two stages form an [-shaped structure having a series induc-
tor 906 and a parallel capacitor 907. In this particular
example, the fine tuning circuit 912 provides an additional
transformation of the impedance, necessary to attain the
required level of impedance matching in the first frequency
region.

FIG. 1056 shows the effect of the radiofrequency system
900 on the input impedance of the radiating structure 800, in
which curve 1050 correspond to the input impedance
observed at an external port of the radiating system obtained
from the interconnection of radiating structure 800 and
radiofrequency system 900. Thanks to the contributions of the
reactance cancellation circuit 910, the broadband matching
circuit 911 and the fine tuning circuit 912, the curve 1000
transforms into the curve 1050 which features a loop around
the center of the Smith chart.

The same typical results are shown in FIG. 11 in terms of
input return losses. The radiofrequency system 900 trans-
forms curve 1100 (in dash-dotted line), corresponding to the
input return loss of the radiating structure 800 observed at its
internal port when the radiofrequency system 900 is not con-
nected to said internal port, into curve 1110 (in solid line),
corresponding to the input return losses at the external port of
the radiating system resulting from the interconnection of
said radiofrequency system 900 with the radiating structure
800. Said curve 1110 feature a return loss better than -4 dB
for all frequencies of the first frequency region (delimited by
points 1101 and 1102 on the curve 1110).

FIG. 12 shows another preferred example of a radiating
structure suitable for a radiating system operating in a first
frequency region of the electromagnetic spectrum between
923 MHz and 969 MHz.

The radiating structure 1200 comprises a radiation booster
2000 and a ground plane layer 2010, having a substantially
rectangular shape. In FIG. 125, it is shown the ground plane
rectangle 1250 associated to the ground plane layer 2010,
which in this example corresponds to the rectangular perim-
eter of said ground plane layer 2010. The ground plane rect-
angle 1250 has a long side and a short side and, in accordance
with the present invention, the ratio between said long side
and the free-space wavelength corresponding to the lowest
frequency of the first frequency region is advantageously
larger than 0.16. Moreover, said ratio is advantageously also
smaller than 1.2.

In this example, the radiation booster 2000 comprises a gap
defined in the ground plane layer 2010. A closer view of said
radiation booster 2000 is provided in FIG. 20qa. Said gap of
the radiation booster 2000 has a polygonal shape delimited by
a plurality of segments (segments 2001, 2002 and 2003)
defining a curve. A connection point of the radiation booster
2004 is located at a first point along said curve (in particular
a point on segment 2003), while a connection point of the
ground plane layer 2011 is located at a second point along
said curve (in particular a point on segment 2001). In some
examples, according to the present invention, as in this par-
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ticular example, the connection point of the radiation booster
2004 and the connection point of the ground plane layer 2011
are located on two segments that are at opposite sides of the
gap of the radiation booster 2000. An internal port of the
radiating structure 1200 is consequently defined between the
connection point of the radiation booster 2004 and the con-
nection point of the ground plane layer 2011.

In this example said gap intersects the perimeter of the
ground plane layer, which means that the curve delimiting
said gap is open. As it can be seen in FIG. 20a segments 2001
and 2003 intersect the perimeter of the ground plane layer
2010.

The use of the radiation booster 2000 in the radiation
structure 1200 results in a advantageously planar solution,
simplifying its integration in a wireless handheld or portable
device. In this example, a booster box 1251 for the radiation
booster 2000 is substantially planar (i.e., one of its dimen-
sions is substantially close to zero). Furthermore, since the
gap of the radiation booster 2000 has a substantially square
shape, the booster box 1251 contains the segments 2001,
2002 and 2003.

In accordance with an aspect of the present invention, a
maximum size of the radiation booster 2000 (said maximum
size being a largest edge of the booster box 1251) is advan-
tageously smaller than 4o times the free-space wavelength
corresponding to the lowest frequency of the first frequency
region of operation of radiating structure 1200. Additionally,
in this example said maximum size is also advantageously
larger than Y250 times said free-space wavelength.

With such small dimensions of the radiation booster 2000,
the radiating structure 1200 features a first resonance fre-
quency at a frequency much higher than the frequencies of the
first frequency region and, in consequence, the input imped-
ance of the radiating structure 1200 measured at its internal
port (in absence of a radiofrequency system connected to it)
has an important reactive component, in particular an induc-
tive component, within the frequencies of said first frequency
region. In this case, the ratio between the first resonance
frequency of the radiating structure 1200 measured at its
internal port (in absence of a radiofrequency system con-
nected to it) and the highest frequency of the first frequency
region is advantageously larger than 5.0.

In the radiating structure 1200, the radiation booster 2000
is located with respect to the ground plane layer 2010 in such
a manner that the gap of the radiation booster 2000 intersects
an edge of the ground plane layer 2010, in particular a long
edge of a substantially rectangular ground plane layer 2010.
More precisely, the radiation booster 2000 is located substan-
tially close to the middle point of said long edge.

FIG. 13 depicts a schematic representation of a radiofre-
quency system 1300 suitable for interconnection with the
radiating structure 1200. The radiofrequency system 1300
includes a matching network, a first port 1301 (to be con-
nected to the internal port of the radiating structure 1200), and
a second port 1302 (for connection with the external port of'a
resulting radiating system). In this example, the matching
network comprises a reactance cancellation circuit 1310, a
broadband matching circuit 1311, and a fine tuning circuit
1312 connected in cascade.

The input impedance of the radiating structure 1200 mea-
sured at its internal port (in absence of the radiofrequency
system 1300) has an imaginary part featuring a significant
inductive component, as it can be seen in FIG. 14q. Said input
impedance is represented by curve 1400, which is located in
the upper half portion of the Smith chart for all frequencies of
the first frequency region (represented by the interval
between point 1401 and point 1402 of the curve 1400).

25

35

40

45

50

55

60

24

The reactance cancellation circuit 1310 is connected to the
first port 1301 and comprises two stages having a substan-
tially capacitive behavior and forming an [L-shaped structure
with a parallel capacitor 1303 and a series capacitor 1304. The
capacitive behavior of the reactance cancellation circuit 1310
advantageously compensates the inductive component of the
input impedance of the radiating structure 1200, transforming
curve 1400 (FIG. 14a) into curve 1420 (FIG. 145). Said curve
1420 corresponds to the input impedance that would be
observed at the second port 1302 if the broadband matching
circuit 1311 and the fine tuning circuit 1312 were removed
and said second port 1302 were directly connected to a port
1320. In effect, the curve 1420 crosses the horizontal axis of
the Smith Chart (i.e., imaginary part of the input impedance
equal to zero) at a point 1421 located between point 1401 and
point 1402.

The broadband matching circuit 1311 is connected in cas-
cade after the reactance cancellation circuit 1310 and is simi-
lar in topology to the ones already discussed in connection
with FIGS. 5 and 9. Again, the broadband matching circuit
1311 includes one stage substantially behaving as an LC
parallel resonant circuit comprising a capacitor 1305 and an
inductor 1306 connected in parallel.

The broadband matching circuit 1311 further transforms
the input impedance of the antenna structure and converts
curve 1420 into curve 1440, said curve 1440 being the input
impedance that would be observed at the second port 1302 if
the fine tuning circuit 1312 were removed and said second
port 1302 were directly connected to a port 1321. Curve 1440
features a compact loop that unfortunately is shifted towards
the upper half of the Smith chart. If said loop were centered on
the center of the Smith chart, impedance matching would be
obtained over a much broader range of frequencies.

Finally, the fine tuning circuit 1312 is connected in cascade
between the broadband matching circuit 1311 and the second
port 1302, and includes one stage having a substantially
capacitive behavior for all frequencies of the first frequency
region. In particular said stage comprises a series circuit
element (lumped capacitor 1307). The fine tuning circuit
1312 provides the additional transformation of the input
impedance necessary to re-center the loop of curve 1440 on
the center of the Smith chart. In FIG. 144, curve 1460 repre-
sents the input impedance measured at the second port 1402,
or equivalently at the external port of the radiating system.
Said curve 1460 attains the level of VSWR required to pro-
vide operability to the radiating system in its first frequency
region.

Referring now to FIG. 15, it is shown there a comparison
between the typical input return losses observed at the inter-
nal port of the radiating structure 1200 when the radiofre-
quency system 1300 is disconnected (see curve 1500 in dash-
dotted line) and the typical input return losses at the external
port of the radiating system resulting from the interconnec-
tion of said radiofrequency system 1300 with the radiating
structure 1200 (see curve 1510 in solid line). The presence of
radiofrequency system 1300 improves substantially the
return losses of the radiating structure 1200 for all frequen-
cies of the first frequency region (delimited in the figure by
points 1501 and 1502 on the curve 1510).

FIG. 16 shows three preferred examples of radiation boost-
ers comprising a conductive part. Each of the radiation boost-
ers 1600, 1630, 1660 may advantageously excite a radiation
mode on a ground plane layer 1610. In these examples, the
radiation boosters 1600, 1630, 1660 are preferably not con-
nected to the ground plane layer 1610.

FIG. 16a depicts a radiation booster 1600 including a con-
ductive part featuring a polyhedral shape comprising a plu-
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rality of faces. More precisely, said conductive part takes the
shape of a cube having six substantially square faces. Never-
theless, other polyhedral shapes are also possible.

In this particular example, two of the faces of the radiation
booster (namely, the top face 1601 and the bottom face 1602)
are substantially parallel to the ground plane layer 1610,
which may facilitate the integration of the radiation booster
1600 into a wireless handheld or portable device by mounting
said radiation booster 1600 on a PCB of the wireless device,
and in particular the PCB that also comprises the ground
plane layer 1610. However, in other examples, the radiation
booster 1600 may not be substantially parallel to the ground
plane layer 1610.

In this case, a booster box associated to said radiation
booster 1600 coincides with the external surface of the radia-
tion booster 1600. Since the smallest dimension of said
booster box is not smaller than the 90% of the largest dimen-
sion of said booster box, the radiation booster 1600 takes full
advantage of being a three-dimensional structure that occu-
pies a volume.

The radiation booster 1600 also comprises a connection
point 1603 advantageously located substantially close to a
corner of the radiation booster 1600, said corner being in
particular also a corner of the bottom face 1602. Said connec-
tion point 1603 defines together with a connection point of the
ground plane layer 1611 an internal port of a radiating struc-
ture.

FIG. 165 shows radiation booster 1630 that includes a
conductive part also featuring a polyhedral shape. In this
example, said conductive part takes the form of a parallelepi-
ped having substantially a square top face, a bottom face and
four substantially rectangular lateral faces. However, other
shapes for the top and bottom faces are also possible (such as
for instance, but not limited to, triangle, pentagon, hexagon,
octagon, circle, or ellipse) and/or for the lateral faces. Fur-
thermore, the conductive part of the radiation booster could
also have been shaped as a cylinder having circular or ellip-
tical top and bottom faces. The conductive part of the radia-
tion booster 1630 is mounted with respect to the ground plane
layer in such a way that the top and bottom faces of the
conductive part of said radiation booster 1630 are substan-
tially parallel to the ground plane layer 1610.

As in the example of FIG. 164, a booster box associated to
the radiation booster 1630 also coincides with the external
surface of the radiation booster 1630. However in the case of
FIG. 165, the smallest dimension of the booster box associ-
ated to the radiation booster 1630 is much smaller than the
70% of the largest dimension of said booster box. Therefore,
although the radiation booster 1630 is not planar (i.e., two
dimensional), it does not take full advantage of being a three-
dimensional structure either.

The radiation booster 1630 further comprises a connection
point 1631, located substantially close to a corner of the
radiation booster 1630, which defines together with the con-
nection point of the ground plane layer 1611 an internal port
of a radiating structure.

In FIG. 16¢ it is shown a radiation booster 1660 including
also a conductive part. Said conductive part comprises a con-
ductive polygonal shape 1661 being substantially square and
arranged substantially parallel to the ground plane layer 1610
at a predetermined height with respect said ground plane
layer 1610. In other examples, the conductive polygonal
shape 1661 may be shaped differently (for instance, as a
polygon having a different number of sides of the same or
different lengths, or as a circle or an ellipse).

Said conductive part further comprises a conductive strip
1662 having a substantially elongated shape and featuring

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

26

two ends: A first end of the conductive strip 1662 is connected
to the conductive polygonal shape 1661; and a second end of
the conductive strip 1662 includes a connection point 1663,
which together with the connection point of the ground plane
layer 1611 defines an internal port of a radiating structure. In
this example, the conductive strip 1662 is arranged substan-
tially perpendicular to the ground plane layer 1610.

A radiating structure resulting from the combination of any
of'the radiation boosters 1600, 1630, 1660 in FIG. 16 with the
ground plane layer 1610, features an input impedance (mea-
sured at the internal port of the radiating structure in absence
of radiofrequency system) having an imaginary part with an
important capacitive component. Therefore, such radiating
structure could be advantageously interconnected with a
radiofrequency system such as those in FIG. 5 or 9.

Referring now to FIG. 17, it is shown some preferred
placements of the radiation boosters of FIG. 16 with respect
to a ground plane layer of a radiating structure.

In particular, FIG. 17a presents a radiating structure 1700
comprising the radiation booster 1660 and the ground plane
layer 1610. The ground plane layer 1610 features a substan-
tially rectangular shape having a long edge 1701 and a short
edge 1702. In this example, the radiation booster 1660 is
arranged substantially centered with respect to the ground
plane layer 1610. That is, the radiation booster 1660 is sub-
stantially close to the point of the ground plane layer 1610
defined by the intersection of a first line 1703 (perpendicular
to the long edge 1701 and crossing said long edge 1701 at its
middle point) and a second line 1704 (perpendicular to the
short edge 1702 and crossing said short edge 1702 at its
middle point). Therefore, in this example the projection of the
radiation booster 1660 on the plane containing the ground
plane layer 1610 completely overlaps the ground plane layer
1610.

FIG. 1756 shows a radiating structure 1720 similar to that of
FIG. 17a, but in which the radiation booster 1660 has been
arranged with respect to the ground plane layer 1610 in such
amanner that the radiation booster is substantially close to the
middle point of the long edge 1701. Consequently, in this
radiating structure 1720 approximately only 50% of the area
of the projection of the radiation booster 1660 on the plane
containing the ground plane layer 1610 overlaps the ground
plane layer 1610. A radiating structure such as the one in FI1G.
176 may be advantageous when it is required to excite a
radiation mode on the ground plane layer 1610 in which the
currents are substantially aligned with respect the short edge
1702.

FIGS. 17¢ and 174 present two additional radiating struc-
tures comprising the radiation booster 1630 located substan-
tially close to the short edge 1702. In the case of the radiating
structure 1740, the radiation booster 1630 is advantageously
located on a corner of the ground plane layer 1610, said corner
being defined by the intersection of the long edge 1701 and
the short edge 1702. On the other hand, in the radiating
structure 1760 the radiation booster is located substantially
close to the middle point of the short edge 1702.

Finally, FIG. 17e shows a radiating structure 1780, which
resembles the radiating structure in FIG. 174, but using the
radiation booster 1600 instead. In this example, it is advan-
tageous to protrude the radiation booster 1600 beyond the
short edge 1702, avoiding any overlapping between the pro-
jection of the radiation booster 1600 on the plane of the
ground plane layer 1610 and the ground plane layer 1610.

Although FIGS. 17a-e present some examples of radiating
structures using a radiation booster as those described in
FIGS. 16a-c, other possible embodiments according to the
present invention would result from replacing the particular
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radiation booster shown in FIGS. 17a-e by any of the other
radiation boosters shown in FIGS. 16a-c.

Referring now to FIG. 18, it is shown another example of a
radiation booster. Radiation booster 1800 includes a conduc-
tive part comprising a plurality of conductive strips. In the
figure, said conductive part comprises three conductive strips,
although in other examples said conductive part may com-
prise more or fewer than three conductive strips. As depicted
in FIG. 18, a first conductive strip 1801 and a third conductive
strip 1803 are arranged substantially perpendicular to a
ground plane layer 1810. A second strip 1802 is arranged
substantially parallel to the ground plane layer 1810 and
connected to the other two conductive strips, so thata firstend
of'the second conductive strip 1802 is connected to a first end
of the first conductive strip 1801 and a second end of the
second conductive strip 1802 is connected to a first end of the
third conductive strip 1803.

In this example, said conductive part of the radiation
booster 1800 is connected to the ground plane layer 1810. For
that purpose, a second end of the third conductive strip 1803
is connected to the ground plane layer 1810.

The radiation booster comprises a connection point 1804
located on a second end of the first conductive strip 1801, said
connection point 1804 defining together with a connection
point of the ground plane layer 1811 an internal port of a
radiating structure 1820. Such a radiation booster 1800 may
be advantageous when it is desired to have a radiating struc-
ture that features an input impedance at the internal port 1820
(in absence of a radiofrequency system) having a positive
imaginary part for all the frequencies of the first frequency
region (i.e., said imaginary part being an inductive compo-
nent).

FIG. 19 presents some preferred placements of the radia-
tion booster 1800 with respect to the ground plane layer 1810.
The ground plane layer 1810 features a substantially rectan-
gular shape having a long edge 1901 and a short edge 1902.

In FIG. 19a it is shown a radiating structure 1900 in which
the radiation booster 1800 is arranged substantially close to
the long edge of the ground plane layer 1901. More precisely,
the radiation booster 1800 is substantially close to the middle
point of said long edge 1901. Moreover, the second conduc-
tive strip 1802 of the radiation booster 1800 is oriented sub-
stantially parallel to the short edge of the ground plane layer
1902, so that the first conductive strip 1801 is closer to the
long edge 1901 than it is the third conductive strip 1803. Such
an arrangement has turned out to be advantageous to enhance
the coupling of energy between the radiation booster and the
ground plane layer.

FIG. 195 presents another example of a radiating structure
1920 in which the radiation booster 1800 is also arranged
substantially close to the long edge 1901 as in the previous
case. However, now the radiation booster 1800 is advanta-
geously located on a corner of the ground plane layer (said
corner being defined by the intersection of the long edge 1901
and the short edge 1902), and its second conductive strip 1802
is oriented substantially parallel to the long edge of the
ground plane layer 1901. That is, the radiation booster 1800 is
arranged in such a manner that the first conductive strip 1801
is closer to said corner of the ground plane layer 1810 than it
is the third conductive strip 1803.

FIG. 19¢ shows a further radiating structure 1940 including
the radiation booster 1800 still arranged in such a way that its
second conductive strip 1802 is oriented substantially parallel
to the long edge of the ground plane layer 1901, as in FIG.
195. However, now the radiation booster 1800 is placed sub-
stantially close to the short edge of the ground plane layer
1902, and more precisely approximately on the middle point
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of said short edge 1902. Additionally, the first conductive
strip of the radiation booster 1801 is closer to the short edge
1902 than it is the third conductive strip 1803.

Another possible placement of the radiation booster 1800
is as indicated in the radiating structure 1960 shown in FIG.
194, in which the radiation booster 1800 is substantially
centered on the ground plane layer 1810. As in previous
examples, it is preferred arranging said radiation booster
1800 so that its second conductive strip 1802 is aligned sub-
stantially parallel to the long edge of the ground plane layer
1901.

FIG. 19¢ presents a somewhat different radiating structure
comprising a radiation booster inspired in the one shown in
FIG. 18. A radiating structure 1980 comprises a radiation
booster 1800' including a conductive part having three con-
ductive strips 1801', 1802', 1803'. Unlike the previous
examples, the radiation booster 1800' is coplanar to the
ground plane layer 1810, making it possible to embed the
radiation booster 1800' and the ground plane layer 1810 in a
same PCB.

Conductive strip 1801' includes a connection point that
together with a connection point of the ground plane layer
1810 defines an internal port of the radiating structure 1820".
Conductive strip 1803' is connected to the ground plane layer
1810. Conductive strip 1802' connects conductive strip 1801'
with conductive strip 1803'.

As itcan be observed, the radiation booster 1800’ protrudes
beyond the short edge of the ground plane layer 1902, so that
there is no ground plane in the projection of said radiation
booster 1800 on the plane containing the ground plane layer
1810. Moreover, the radiation booster 1800' is advanta-
geously located on a corner of the ground plane layer 1810 (in
particular, the corner defined by the intersection of the long
edge 1901 and the short edge 1902) and the conductive strip
1803' is closer to said corner than it is the conductive strip
1801".

Although FIGS. 19a-¢ present some examples of radiating
structures using a radiation booster as that described in FIG.
18, other possible embodiments according to the present
invention would result from reorienting the radiation booster
1800 to have its second conductive strip 1802 aligned with
respect to a given edge of a ground plane layer 1810, or from
replacing the radiation booster 1800 with its coplanar equiva-
lent (such as radiation booster 1800").

In FIG. 20 it is shown two examples of radiation boosters
comprising a gap. The radiation booster 2000 in FIG. 204 has
already been discussed in connection with the radiation struc-
ture of FIG. 12. An alternative radiation booster is depicted in
FIG. 205, in which a radiation booster 2050 comprises a gap
delimited by a plurality of segments defining a closed curve
(i.e., a curve that does not intersect the perimeter of the
ground plane layer 2010). In this example, segments 2051-
2054 delimit a gap having a polygonal shape (in fact, the
shape of a square).

The radiation booster 2050 comprises a connection point
2055 located at a first point along the curve delimiting said
gap. In particular said connection point 2055 is located on a
point of segment 2053. The ground plane layer 2010 also
includes a connection point 2011, said connection point 2011
being located at a second point along said curve, and more
precisely on a point of segment 2051. Although not always
required, the connection point of the radiation booster 2055
and the connection point of the ground plane layer 2011 are
advantageously located on segments at opposite sides of said
gap of the radiation booster 2050 (segment 2053 and segment
2051 respectively).
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Of course, FIGS. 20a and 205 just present a couple of
examples of a radiation booster. Other possible examples may
include a different number of segments to delimit the gap
(such as for instance two, three, four, five, six or more) and/or
said segments could be straight, curved or a combination
thereof.

FIG. 21 presents some preferred placements for the radia-
tion boosters 2000 and 2050 with respect to the ground plane
layer 2010. The ground plane layer 2010 features a substan-
tially rectangular shape having a long edge 2101 and a short
edge 2102.

InFIG. 214 it is shown a radiating structure 2100 similar to
the one shown in FIG. 12 but in which the radiation booster
2050 is used instead. Said radiation booster 2050 is arranged
substantially close to the long edge of the ground plane layer
2101. In particular, the radiation booster 2050 is substantially
close to the middle point of said long edge 2101. In this
example, the segments 2051 and 2053 (i.e., the segments
containing the connection points) are arranged so that they are
substantially parallel to the short edge of the ground plane
layer 2102. Such an arrangement is advantageous to properly
excite a radiation mode on the ground plane layer 2010.

FIG. 21c¢ presents a radiating structure 2140 also compris-
ing the radiation booster 2050 as in FIG. 214, but in which
said radiation booster 2050 is arranged substantially centered
with respect to the ground plane layer 2010. That is, the
radiation booster 2050 is substantially close to the point of the
ground plane layer 2010 defined by the intersection of a first
line 2103 (perpendicular to the long edge 2101 and crossing
said long edge 2101 at its middle point) and a second line
2104 (perpendicular to the short edge 2102 and crossing said
short edge 2102 at its middle point). Again, in the radiation
structure 2140, the segments 2051 and 2053 (i.e., the seg-
ments containing the connection points) are arranged so that
they are substantially parallel to the short edge of the ground
plane layer 2102.

FIG. 215 presents another radiating structure 2120 includ-
ing the radiation booster 2000 placed intersecting the short
edge of the ground plane layer 2102 approximately on the
middle point of said short edge 2102. Alternatively, the radi-
ating structure 2160 in FIG. 214 includes the radiation
booster 2000 arranged intersecting another long edge of the
ground plane layer 2105. Now the radiation booster 2000 is
advantageously located substantially close to a corner of the
ground plane layer (said corner being defined by the intersec-
tion of the long edge 2105 and the short edge 2102).

FIGS. 22-24 present some further examples of radiating
structures including a radiation booster comprising a gap.

Referring now to FIG. 22, a radiating structure 2200 com-
prises a radiation booster 2201 and a substantially rectangular
ground plane layer 2202. In this example, the radiation
booster 2201 comprises a gap having a meandering shape.
Said gap is delimited by a plurality of segments defining a
curve that comprises more than ten (10) segments and that
intersects the perimeter of the ground plane layer 2202 (i.e.,
the curve is open).

FIG. 24 presents another example of a radiating structure
2400 comprising a radiation booster 2401 and a ground plane
layer 2402. The radiation booster 2401 includes a gap having
a U-shape. Said gap is delimited by a plurality of segments
defining a curve that intersects the perimeter of the ground
plane layer 2402 (i.c., the curve is open). In this example said
curve comprises seven (7) segments.

A further example is depicted in FIG. 23, in which a radi-
ating structure 2300 having a radiation booster 2301 and a
substantially rectangular ground plane layer 2302. The radia-
tion booster 2301 comprises an inner gap 2303, an outer gap
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2305 and a conductive strip 2304 separating said inner gap
2303 from said outer gap 2305. The conductive strip 2304
features a shape inspired in a Hilbert curve. The inner gap
2303 is delimited by segments 2310-2312 and by a plurality
of'segments of the conductive strip 2304, defining a curve that
intersects the perimeter of the ground plane layer 2302.

The radiation booster 2301 comprises a connection point
2306 located at a first point along said curve, said first point
being at an end of the conductive strip 2304. The ground plane
layer 2302 also comprises a connection point 2307 located at
a second point along said curve delimiting the inner gap 2303,
and in particular said second point being substantially closeto
an end of segment 2310.

In these examples, the radiation boosters 2201, 2301, 2401
are arranged with respect to the ground plane layer 2202,
2302, 2402 in such a manner that said radiation boosters
2201, 2301, 2401 are located substantially close to a long
edge of the ground plane layer 2202, 2302, 2402, and in
particular substantially centered with respect to said long
edge. Such an arrangement is particularly advantageous when
the input impedance of a radiating structure an has an induc-
tive component. However, other placements for the radiation
boosters 2201, 2301, 2401 are also possible.

Moreover, a connection point of these radiation boosters
2201, 2301, 2401 is preferably located on a point of a first
segment of the curve delimiting the gap of said radiation
boosters 2201, 2301, 2401, said first segment intersecting the
perimeter of the ground plane layer 2202, 2302, 2402. Like-
wise, a connection point of the ground plane layer is prefer-
ably located on a point of a second segment of said curve, said
second segment being opposite to said first segment and said
second segment also intersecting the perimeter of the ground
plane layer 2202, 2302, 2402.

These radiating structures 2200, 2300, 2400 feature an
input impedance (measured at their internal port when dis-
connected from a radiofrequency system) having an imagi-
nary part with an inductive component. Therefore, such radi-
ating structures could be advantageously interconnected with
a radiofrequency system such as the one shown in FIG. 13.

A further radiating structure is depicted in FIG. 25, in
which a radiating structure 2500 comprises a radiation
booster 2501 and a substantially rectangular ground plane
layer 2502. The radiation booster 2501 includes a conductive
part having a substantially square conductive polygonal
shape 2503 and being coplanar to the ground plane layer
2502. The arrangement of the radiation booster 2501 with
respect to the ground plane layer is similar to that of the
example in FIG. 4.

FIGS. 26 and 27 are two examples of radiofrequency sys-
tems comprising switching matrices.

Referring now to FIG. 26, it is shown a radiofrequency
system 2600 comprising a switching matrix 2604, a first
matching network 2605 and a second matching network
2606. The radiofrequency system 2600 further comprises a
first port 2601 for interconnection with the internal port of a
radiating structure.

The switching matrix 2604 is connected between said first
port 2601 and the first and second matching networks 2605,
2606 and allows selecting which one of the first and second
matching networks 2605, 2606 is operationally connected to
the first port 2601. The radiofrequency system 2600 also
includes a control circuit 2607 that acts on the switching
matrix 2604 to select which one of the first and second match-
ing networks 2605, 2606 is selected at any given time.
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In this example, the radiofrequency system 2600 com-
prises a second port 2602 and a third port 2603 connected to
the first matching network 2605 and to the second matching
network 2606 respectively.

An alternative example is presented in FIG. 27, in which a
radiofrequency system 2700 comprises a first switching
matrix 2704, a first matching network 2705, a second match-
ing network 2706, and a second switching matrix 2708. The
radiofrequency system also includes a first port 2701 for
connection to an internal port of a radiating structure and a
second port 2702, which may become an external port of a
radiating system for a wireless handheld or portable device.
The first switching matrix 2704 is connected between the first
port 2701 and the first and second matching networks 2705,
2706, while the second switching matrix 2708 is connected
between the first and second matching networks 2705, 2706
and the second port 2702.

A control circuit 2707 included in the radiofrequency sys-
tem 2700 acts on the first and second switching matrices
2704, 2708 to select which one of the first and second match-
ing networks 2705, 2706 is operationally connected to the
first port 2701 and the second port 2702.

Although the radiofrequency systems 2600, 2700 have
been described as comprising two matching networks, other
possible radiofrequency systems according to the present
invention could include three, four or more matching net-
works selectable by one or more switching matrices.

What is claimed is:

1. A wireless device comprising:

a radiating system configured to transmit and receive elec-
tromagnetic wave signals in a first frequency region,
wherein a lowest frequency of the first frequency region
is no greater than 880 MHz, the radiating system com-
prising:

an external port;

a radiating structure comprising:

a ground plane layer including a connection point;

a radiation booster including a connection point and
having a maximum size smaller than Y30 times a free-
space wavelength corresponding to the lowest fre-
quency of the first frequency region; and

an internal port defined between the connection point of
the radiation booster and the connection point of the
ground plane layer; and

a radiofrequency system comprising:

a first port connected to the internal port of the radiating
structure; and

a second port connected to the external port;

wherein an input impedance of the radiating structure at the
internal port, when disconnected from the radiofre-
quency system, has an imaginary part not equal to zero
for any frequency of the first frequency region; and

wherein the radiofrequency system modifies impedance of
the radiating structure to provide impedance matching to
the radiating system within the first frequency region at
the external port.

2. The wireless device according to claim 1, wherein:

a ground plane rectangle is defined as being a minimum-
sized rectangle that encompasses the ground plane layer,
so that sides of the ground plane rectangle are tangent to
at least one point of the ground plane layer; and

aratio between a side of the ground plane rectangle and the
free-space wavelength corresponding to the lowest fre-
quency of the first frequency region is greater than 0.1.
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3. The wireless device according to claim 1, wherein:

the radiating structure, when disconnected from the radiof-
requency system, has a first resonance frequency mea-
sured at the internal port; and

aratio between said first resonance frequency and a highest
frequency of the first frequency region is greater than 3.

4. The wireless device according to claim 1, wherein the
first frequency region comprises an 824-960 MHz frequency
range.

5. The wireless device according to claim 1, wherein a
height of the radiation booster with respect to the ground
plane layer is equal or less than 3 mm.

6. The wireless device according to claim 5, wherein the
radiation booster is substantially planar.

7. A wireless device comprising:

a radiating system configured to transmit and receive elec-
tromagnetic wave signals in a first frequency region,
wherein a lowest frequency of the first frequency region
is no less than 1710 MHz, the radiating system compris-
ing:

an external port;

a radiating structure comprising:

a ground plane layer including a connection point;

a radiation booster configured to contribute to exciting,
on the ground plane layer, at least one radiation mode,
the radiation booster including a connection point,
wherein a height of the radiation booster with respect
to the ground plane layer is less than 2% of a free-
space wavelength corresponding to the lowest fre-
quency of the first frequency region; and

aninternal port defined between the connection point of the
radiation booster and the connection point of the ground
plane layer; and

a radiofrequency system comprising:

a first port connected to the internal port of the radiating
structure; and

a second port connected to the external port;

wherein an input impedance of the radiating structure at the
internal port, when disconnected from the radiofre-
quency system, has an imaginary part not equal to zero
for any frequency of the first frequency region; and

wherein the radiofrequency system modifies impedance of
the radiating structure to provide impedance matching to
the radiating system within the first frequency region at
the external port.

8. The wireless device according to claim 7, wherein the
first frequency region comprises a 1710-1990 MHz frequency
range.

9. The wireless device according to claim 7, wherein:

a ground plane rectangle is defined as being a minimum-
sized rectangle that encompasses the ground plane layer,
so that sides of the ground plane rectangle are tangent to
at least one point of the ground plane layer; and

a ratio between a side of the ground plane rectangle and the
free-space wavelength corresponding to the lowest fre-
quency of the first frequency region is greater than 0.1.

10. The wireless device according to claim 7, wherein:

a booster box is defined as being a minimum-sized paral-
lelepiped of square or rectangular faces that completely
encloses the radiation booster and wherein each one of
the faces of said minimum-sized parallelepiped is tan-
gent to at least a point of said radiation booster and each
possible pair of faces of said minimum-sized parallel-
epiped sharing an edge forms an inner angle of 90°; and

a smallest dimension of the booster box is smaller than
70% of a largest dimension of the booster box.
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11. The wireless device according to claim 10, wherein the
smallest dimension of the booster box is smaller than 20% of
the largest dimension of the booster box.

12. The wireless device according to claim 11, wherein the
radiation booster is substantially planar.

13. The wireless device according to claim 7, wherein the
radiation booster has a maximum size smaller than Y30 times
the free-space wavelength corresponding to the lowest fre-
quency of the first frequency region.

14. A wireless device comprising:

a radiating system configured to transmit and receive elec-
tromagnetic wave signals in a first frequency region, the
radiating system comprising:

an external port;

a radiating structure comprising:

a ground plane layer;

a radiation booster configured to contribute to exciting,
on the ground plane layer, at least one radiation mode;
wherein a height of the radiation booster with respect
to the ground plane layer is equal or smaller than 3
mm; and

an internal port defined between a connection point of
the radiation booster and a connection point of the
ground plane layer; and

a radiofrequency system comprising:

a first port connected to the internal port of the radiating
structure; and

a second port connected to the external port;

wherein a booster box is defined as being a minimum-sized
parallelepiped of square or rectangular faces that com-
pletely encloses the radiation booster and wherein each
one of the faces of said minimum-sized parallelepiped is
tangent to at least a point of said radiation booster and
each possible pair of faces of said minimum-sized par-
allelepiped sharing an edge forms an inner angle of 90°;
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wherein a smallest dimension of the booster box is smaller
than 70% of a largest dimension of the booster box;

wherein an input impedance of the radiating structure at the
internal port, when disconnected from the radiofre-
quency system, has an imaginary part not equal to zero
for any frequency of the first frequency region; and

wherein the radiofrequency system modifies impedance of
the radiating structure to provide impedance matching to
the radiating system, at the external port, within the first
frequency region.

15. The wireless device according to claim 14, wherein the
smallest dimension of the booster box is smaller than 20% of
the largest dimension of the booster box.

16. The wireless device according to claim 14, wherein the
largest dimension of the booster box is smaller than 30 times
a free-space wavelength corresponding to a lowest frequency
of' the first frequency region.

17. The wireless device according to claim 14, wherein the
first frequency region comprises an 824-960 MHz frequency
range.

18. The wireless device according to claim 14, wherein a
ratio between a first resonance frequency of the radiating
structure measured at the internal port when disconnected
from the radiofrequency system and a highest frequency of
the first frequency region is greater than 3.

19. The wireless device according to claim 14, wherein:

a ground plane rectangle is defined as being a minimum-
sized rectangle that encompasses the ground plane layer,
so that sides of the ground plane rectangle are tangent to
at least one point of the ground plane layer; and

a ratio between a side of the ground plane rectangle and the
free-space wavelength corresponding to the lowest fre-
quency of the first frequency region is greater than 0.1.

20. The wireless device according to claim 14, wherein the
radiation booster comprises a conductive strip.
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